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See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
Www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

925-377-0977

Though it's been a challenging year for many,
| hope the Thanksgiving holiday will allow time
for you to reflect on all that you are thankful for.

its ongoing support of my real estate business.
If a change of address is something you are

reach out. It's not too early to plan, and | would be

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wishing the Lamorinda Community a Safe & Happy Thanksgiving!

JIM COLHOUN
REALTOR®
925.200.2795

jim@jimcolhoun.com
DRE# 01029160

I'm grateful to the Lamorinda community for
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contemplating in the new year, please be sure to

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

happy to assist. Happy Thanksgiving!
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Wednesday, November 25, 2020

Town releases its 2020 audited financial report

By Nick Marnell

Further distancing itself from
the fiscal emergency it de-
clared in 2017, the town of
Moraga unveiled its 2020
Comprehensive Annual Fi-
nancial Report in November,
which showed the town not
only adhering to its general
fund balance policy of 50% of
expenditures but also ex-
ceeding that figure by more
than $400,000.

The 2020 report also
comes a long way from the
2017 financial audit that un-
covered significant deficien-
cies in town internal controls,
including a lack of supervi-

sion over outside debt man-
agement, investment in an
unauthorized money market
fund and numerous basic
bookkeeping errors.

“During our audit we did
not identify any deficiencies
in internal control that we
consider to be material
weaknesses,” wrote Maze and
Associates, the Pleasant Hill
firm that audited the 2020
CAFR as well as the 2017 fi-
nancial statements.

Moraga reports an unas-
signed general fund reserve
balance of $5 million, cover-
ing more than six months of
annual operating expenses
and exceeding budget by

more than $120,000.

Town revenue increased
5.3% over 2019 thanks to
higher than budgeted prop-
erty tax and sales tax re-
ceipts, and significant growth
in garbage vehicle franchise
fees. Those three sources
represent 82% of Moraga’s
2020 revenue.

Expenses rose 12.1%.
“The increase was due to
higher health insurance pre-
miums, benefits, pension
costs and filled vacancies,”
said Norm Veloso, adminis-
trative services director.
Pension costs of $919,000 ac-
count for more than 10% of
total town expenditures, and

pension costs are projected to
increase again in 2021.
Capital assets, including
land, buildings, storm drains
and equipment, totaled $64.5
million as of June 30, a $7
million increase from the end
of last fiscal year, mainly due
to reimbursements for previ-
ous capital projects.
According to the town’s
statement of net position, net
pension liability — the differ-
ence between the amount
Moraga owes its pensioners
and the amount of assets on
hand to pay the bill - is the
town’s No. 1 long-term liabil-
ity. The liability rose to $7
million, up from $6.1 million

in 2019, largely because of
investment losses and incor-
rect cost assumptions by the
California Public Employees'
Retirement System, the town
pension administrator.

Other long-term debt in-
cludes $6.7 million for the
Town Hall project and for
2013 infrastructure improve-
ments.

In a refreshing bit of fi-
nancial writing, the pan-
demic was not cited as the
reason for any operational
shortfall. In fact, neither the
word coronavirus nor the
acronym COVID appeared
once in the entire 118-page
CAFR.

Town Council Wednesday, Dec. 9, 7 p.m.
Planning Commission: Monday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m.
Park and Recreation Commission:

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Spec1al Board Meeting Tuesday, Dec. 8, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists <
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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License #655977

* Emergency service

e Repairs & installation

* Video sewer inspection
Copper re-piping
Preventive checkups

Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

Stuffed turkey...ok,
stuffed tummy...ok,
stuffed pipes NOT ok.

Be thankful this
Thanksgiving and
stuff right!

' $50 off
any plumbing ]Ob
| performed by
1 LeapFrog Plumbing 1
o S22 orover
1 coupon per job, exp. 12/15/20

We Hop o It/

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

: 377-6600 =

CA Lic
929641

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Town council attempts to further
clarify development guidelines

Mixed Residential/Retail areas within the MCSP should be a unique combination of different
land uses, including but not limited to retail, residential, office, commercial, service,
entertainment, and recreation.

By Nick Marnell

The Moraga Town Council
unanimously adopted a reso-
lution Nov. 10 that estab-
lished new guidelines for the
aesthetic development of the
Moraga Center, a 187-acre
area of the town that in-
cludes the Safeway shopping
center and adjoining roads
and property.

The 121-page Town of
Moraga Design Guidelines
document, the culmination of
numerous Citizens Advisory
Committee, planning depart-
ment and town council meet-
ings, includes guidance to
developers for what is ap-
propriate in character and
quality for the town, and as-
sists the town in evaluating
proposals for development.
The guidelines align with but
do not supersede local zoning
standards.

The design guidelines
feature eight guiding princi-
ples for town development,

including the maintaining of
a semirural character, pro-
tection of ridgelines and hill-
side areas and “thoughtful
design” to residential neigh-
borhoods.

The guidelines are ex-
haustive, and include the de-
sign of landscaping, cul de
sacs and even retaining
walls. The document features
not only detailed written de-
scriptions but also visual ex-
amples. “The inclusion of
photos is particularly helpful
in illuminating the desired
intent,” Council Member
Steve Woehleke said.

As the newly passed de-
sign guidelines are exactly
that — guidelines — they are
subject to interpretation for
development approval. Two
sentences on Page 11 of the
design guidelines document
further add to the subjectiv-
ity. “Compliance with these
guidelines does not, however,
guarantee approval. Simi-
larly, needing to request an
exception to the guidelines

does not mean that the appli-
cation will be disapproved,”
the document reads.

“This is not going to be
helping the town whatso-
ever,” local property owner
Dave Bruzzone said.

Mayor Kymberleigh Kor-
pus summarized the council
discussion, and she encour-
aged Bruzzone, the only
member of the public to
speak up, to collaborate with
the town planning depart-
ment. “We have a product
that is going to work hand-in-
hand with the (Moraga Cen-
ter) zoning to encourage as
much as possible the kinds of
development that will work
here,” she said. “We’ve got a
starting point. There is some
discretion. There is
flexibility.”

Vice Mayor Mike Mc-
Cluer concurred that the new
guidelines were a start and
not the final word on town
development. “This is part of
the journey, and this journey
will continue,” he said.

To view the guidelines discussed, visit the Town of Moraga website and download the
agenda packet from the Nov. 10 council meeting:
https://ca-moraga.civicplus.com/AgendaCenter/Town-Council-2
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+  Hundreds of Homes Sold

Low Inventory + Low Mortgage Rates + Abundant Buyers

= It’s a Great Time to Sell!

Call April for Market Information & a
No Obligation Estimate of Value

= Winning Strategies

aprilmat@comcast.net

ELUXURY

A&BIDCIATEN

DRE# 01221153





